MY KOTES

of the young. If they are virtuous and humble, they can end
such evils in no time. Educated girls can also resort to satyagraha
against such customs and end them. Every girl or woman who
reads this can take up such matters and oppose the customs. They
would soon disappear if intelligent women refuse to follow them.

ILL-MATCHED PAIRS

The problem of ill-matched pairs and men marrying for the
second or third time is a difficult one. Perhaps, this disease is to
be found in Kathiawar more than anywhere else. It is almost
impossible to eradicate it so long as there are poor parents who
are ready to sell their daughters and sensual rich men are ready
to pay so that they may be able to gratify their lust. Only if,
through the spiritual awakening which is taking place in con-
sequence of the movement for swaraj, men learn to keep their pas-
sions under control will no old man of sixty who may have lost
his wife set out the next day to marry again. This reform cannot
be brought about by society taking upon itself to keep a watch
on its members' misdeeds. Denunciation will not stop suffering of
this kind. It can be stopped only through gentle persuasion and
compassion. The father who sells his daughter and the man who
purchases an innocent girl, both suffer from a disease and deserve
pity. If all of us go on merely denouncing such persons, they will
harden their hearts and lose all sense of shame. However, if we
treat their disease and appeal to their sense of decency, they will
certainly come to have good sense. Each caste can bring about
immediate reform in this matter. For a person who has a sense
of right and wrong, not to attend such a marriage is not, according
to me, merely a means of ending this evil, it is his dharma. In
following this dharma, however, one should be prompted by com-
passion, not by contempt and pride.

To "DHARALAS", "GARASIAS" AND OTHERS

You claim to be Kshatriyas. In this holy yajna, we need the
co-operation of all communities and castes. Swaraj will be difficult
to win so long as we do not learn to look upon one another as our
brothers and to protect one another.

The Kshatriyas' function is to protect. Instead of doing this,
many of our Dharala brothers have taken to a wrong path. The
Government often extends to them the law pertaining to criminal
tribes.

I appeal to you to use your courage and capacity for suffering
in the service of the country. The courage required in laying down
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